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Mr. "Waddington that the election of the Asiarchs may
have been made in a similar manner; but we must bear
in mind that it is a supposition only. We know for
certain that the Asiarch when elected did not in general
(perhaps not in any instance) retain his office for life.
Asiarchs were elected for the second time frequently ;44 occa-
sionally, as in the case of Pigres of Laodicea in Phrygia,
for the third time; and perhaps even, as Cornelius Vette-
nianus of Sardis, for the fourth time.45 Whether the
Asiarch was elected for one or more years of office we do
not know.46
This account comprises all the information which I have
been able to discover respecting the Asiarchs; it is meagre
and incomplete indeed, but it is better that it should so
be than that it should affect a completeness not its own
by mingling certainties with uncertainties, historical
notices with subjective speculations.
a'f>x«p£ve rye 'Aaiag are all one (torn. iv. p. 277, and torn. xii.
p. 313, ed. Jacobs). The extreme paucity of coins where a
high-priest of Asia is mentioned is remarkable, when contrasted
with the frequent occurrence of the Asiarchs on coins; I know
only one, which is of Eumeneia in Phrygia, in the time of Nero.
** Similarly, we have Sulpicius, Sis TaXarap^rje. (Bockh,
n. 4075, and 4076.)
46 The reading requires verification: it maybe AOIAPX. A.,
or ACIAPX. A.
46 Valesius on Eneebius (Hist. EccL iv. 15) supposes the office
to be annual, whom Eckhel and Jacobs (as above) follow.
Rubenius, however, supposes that the Commune Asise held its
sessions every five years; and if so, and if the Asiarch was
appointed by them, we can hardly doubt that his office was
quinquennial. See his dissertation, De Urbibus Neocoris,
(Grav. Thtis. Ant. Rom., t. xi. p. 1359.) But on this matter
we have nothing (so far as I know) but pure conjecture to go
- by. It is not, therefore, surprising to see Van Dale fluctuate.
" Temporarium quippe, ac quidem fere annuum hoc munus
erat." (Diss. iii. De Pontif. Graee. et Asiarchis, p. 275,AmsteL
1702.) An Aetolarcb is mentioned as elected for three years,
but we cannot build much on tliis analogy. (Phlegon, de
niirab., c. 2.)

